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: great elossie: Well and asked him: ing.” Secarcely had he uttered the the symbel fur bamboo, and sudden- : SR the

“T'he princely man sta ds by his kins-
men." and he knew that it must have

ei_en a carcfully planned and a con-
certed aetion. They + ere all in it—
and they were In |t together,

But the star, the wounds in the
ghape of the star that Morehead had
described, the star with one point
longer than the others what of that?
He lighted his little clofssonne pipe
and leaned back in his wicker chair
:-m:eatlllmg these words over to him-
Bell: “A star with three points; a star
with three points; one point longer
than .t.he others—longer than the
others. His eyves rested upon the
celling, where hung the tablet with
tllf&{(:uzphohl motio:

e Perfect IRe
i o BT Rest of the Bamboo
‘Why did he start

u B .
Why ‘did he jump P 8o suddenly?”

to his feet with a

sudden Inspiration? Why? Becanse
right above him shone the golden
outline of the three-pointed star of

his search, the ancient Chinese sym-
bol for bamboo, Yes! There it \2'1119.
wlith one point oblique, one horizon-
tal, and one vertical, longer than the
others! The mystery so far was

"Kunowest thou the way to the Tem-
ple of (he Bamboo ldol?

“Aye, father, 1 know it well. Take
thy seat upon my barrow and for
thirty coins of brass I take thee safe-
ly there

"Fellow, T give thee twenty.”

“"'Tia well, my dally rice bowl is
not yet filled; take thy seat upon the
Larrow and begrudge me not the
W ooeomo ey il the eloap,'

The traveler descended at the gate-
way of the temple and for a few cop-
pors induced the unsuspecting priest
to unlock the ghrine, He bowed rever-
ently before the idol and, noticing he
missing fingers, asked how it came

about. The old priest hesitated, but
finally, as a tribute to his age and
slmple manner, told him the story

of the riot and the curse of the Queen
of Hades and the Hairy Turtle pro-
ncunced upon the vwillain from Ning
i'o. They sat down together and
drank their tea and smokued the pipe
of hospitality. The guest finally in-
quired, as hé rose to leave: “And did
they find the Ning FPo man and wreak
g vors podl b '

“No, they never found the man, but

words when the oflice coolie brought
in the eard of the expected visitor He
was moat cordially grected, welcomend
to a sgeat and, afier the door was
carefully locked, the (nterview begun:

“Well, Mr. Wang, we hope you have
brought us cheering news."

“1 bring you news, sir, most cer-
tainly, but whether it fs exactly
chevring ur not will remain for you
to aay."”

The Chinese detective then™ pro-
ceeded to unfold his tale. Tt was simn-
ply the old story, somewhat compli-

o, of an ntempoyvineial  fght, ¥in
whieh s« pergtition and religious fear
had plajed a prominent part. The
man fror. Ning Po who had hurled
the stone at the bamboo idol, was in
a state of ntoxicaiion, and had been
taken by h« barrow to the Foo Chow
i vle dastead of Lo his own,  Not
realizing 4t all what he did, or what
the consequences would be, he had. in
his drunken rage, assaulted the idol
of the rival elan, He had escaped and
had probably, on returning to hia
seuse, led to parts unknown. Some
members of Foo Chow guild, having
pledged themselves to avenge the in-

ly turning down the lights, struck at
every member of the gulld within
thelr reach, shrieking as they did so:
“"The curae of the Bamboo ldel and
the Hairy Turtle” And then they es-
caped into the darkness,

LR Wby Alavies Luvy #selze them
there and then? Do you mean to tell
me that tweniy-five or thirty men
would allow themselves to be thus
held up by three?"

“Not_ordinarily, of course, but you
Hee in this case, the suddenness of it
and the religious fear completely par-
alyzed them."

"Well, why didn't they report it to
heir muosters and to the police? Why
all this air of mystery about 1t and
this lying out of It? Were they
ashamed of {t?" .

“Partly so; but, you see, thls was
matter of the guild and one of tfie
first principles of a Chinese guild ls,
‘Keep out of the clutches of the law,'
and no wants to be the one to Involve

the others in trou:'e. The moment
they heard the woias ‘'Curse of the
Halry Turtle,'’ whic's always strikes

terror to the native heart, they knew
that some Ning FPo man had dese-

done, and ‘face’ saved, ns they say,
they will emoke the pipe of peace an

drink the wine of harmony, and all
will go on merrily again. 'To restore
mutual harmony,' in the worda of the
master, ia the great virtue of human life*

“Just one guestion more, Mr. Wang,
that puzzle me; how did Lthose chaps
in the temple know that the assallant
of the goddess was a Ning Po man?
Waa it his clothes?"

“Oh, no, not necessarlly; they knew
it at once from his accent—you 8ea
tha dialect Is quite different there
from here or from Fog Chow.”

“What are we in'the department to
do about it, then?"

“There I8 absolutely nothing that
you can do about it, gentlemen, and,
in the words of your own wesalern
wisdom, I advise you to let well
enough alone. The gullds and clans
prefer to settle their own affalrs un-
der their own rools——"'

“Or,"” interrupted Morehead, “as we
say at home, don't Interfere in a fame
ily squabble.”

“Yoa, that's it," replied the man of
mystery,

(Copyright, 1918, by McClure Syndicats.)

Thé Government's Great Intracoastal Canal

(Copyright, 1018, by Frank G. Carpenter,)
ROTECTION from submarines

for our Atlantic coast com-
merce!

An Inland waterway from
the harbor of Boston to the mouth of

the Rio Grande on the Mexlcan
boundary!

A system of ship canals taat will
enable us to defend our Industrial
centers east of the Alleghanles and
preserve the National Capital free
from invasion!

This in a nutshell indicates one of
the chief features of after-the-war
legislation, The subject is now be-
fore Congress, The Department of
Commerce is investigating the mat-
ter. The government has already ac-
quired some of the links in the chain
and it is preparing to buy and devel-
op the others. The scheme i8 to be
known as the ‘Atlantic intracoastal
canal. The upper part of it will be

firat developed and already it is far
under way. IL beging with the Cape
Cod canal, a. sea-level ditch, less
than eight miles in length which cuts
the Cape Cod peninsula and thus
joins the waters of Cape Cod bay and
Buzzards bay, adlacent to Long Is.
land sound. This canal has besn
taken over by the United States rall-

-~road administration, and it i3 to he
widened and deepened so that it will
make a short cut for our naval vea-
sels from New York to Boston. At
the same time it will be the water
coal chute for a large part of manu-
facturing New England.

The next link is the Delaware and
Raritan canal, which runsg from New
York bay to the Delaware river, This
also is in the hands of the govern-
ment and it will be improved to re-
lieve the congestion of the railroads
from the north to the south, It is
estimated that an appropriation of
$300,000 will enahle it to carry § traf-
flc of 3,000,000. tons per annum, .At
the same time a new wide and deepn
ship eanal has been surveyed by the
Army engineers across New Jersey
almost paralleling the Delaware and
Raritan canal, and this will probably
take its place. The cost will be in
the neighborhodd 'of $45,000,000, but
the engineers say this will give us a
sea-level canal wide enough and deep
enough for many of our vessels of
war and it will form an inland water
route between Philadelphia and New
York.

Going southward from the mouth of
this canal along the Delaware river we
pasg Philadelphla and Wilmington, and
then come to the Chesapeake and Dela-
ware canal, which joins this river with
Chesapeake bay., The canal is less than
fourteen miles long, but it connects
bodies of Inclosed: water with a shore
line equal to half the distance between
San Francisco and Shanghal in China.
It unites Baltimore with Philadelphia,
and by the New Jergey canal ahove pro-
posed ships can go inland to New York
and on by way of Cape Cod canal to
Boston. The government Is about to ac-
qulre this fourteen-mile ditch. Tt will
change it to a deep ship canal and im-
prove it so that naval vessels coming
out of the navy yards at Hampton roads
may go inland to the navy yarda at
Philadelphia and on to New York and
Boston. Submarines and onr smaller
vessels of war can be moved back and
forth in it, and the size of the waler-
ways may be mo Increaszd that they
will be available for our big battleships.

Other connections and extensiors of
the Atlantic intracoastal canal are the
new Erie canal to the great lakes re-
cently made hy New Vork throurh an
expenditure of more than 100,000 000,
and the canals going south frun the
lower end of Chesapeake bay from Nor-
folk to Bea¥fort, N. . 51l farther
sonth is the proposed ahin canal across
Florida, and the one skirting the Culf
of Mexico. "The lalter will touch New
Orleans and give protacted waterwave
almost all the way to Brownsvilla nt the
mouth of the Mo Grande and the liex-
icsm honndn e

A great part of this waterway ia
along the lines of natural depres-
glons which in prehistoric times were
under water This ia true of the
Cape Cod canal and of the line of
the proposed New Jersey ship canal,
It is ao aleo o' the route from Chesn-
peake bay to the Delaware river and
of the Dismal Swamp canal farther
gnt'th 'The woter=uva hae heen filled
unrn hv the ot  the panth
through thousands of vears, and all
that is nroposed s merely to cut out
and restore the old channels. The
aaving Iin distance will he wreat.
From New York to Boston by way
of Cape Cod the dlstance is cut from
63 to 152 miles for »ships gmo-
ing narth of the cape. and from
Philadelphia and Wilmington from
61 to 105 miles. The saving from
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A NEW YORK STEAMER PASSING THROUGH THi CAPE COD CANAL IN A SHORT CUT TQ BOSTON.

Boston to Baltimore is 274 miles,
and from New York to Balti-
more 260 mlles. The eaving of the

water diastance hetween Philadelphia
and Baltimore will be 317 miles. This
means economizing the cost of trans-
portation in all kinds of products,
and also an enormous increase in
safety by the cutting off of danger-
ous parts of the sea.
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As to the dangers, The route
around Cape Cod has been responsl-
ble for a vast number of wrecks. It
enables the ships te avoid one of the
most dangerous parta of the coast,

including shoals, fogs and frequent
storms. According to official records
In the twenty-three years beginning
with 1875, thers vere fi87 wrecks n
or near Cape Cod, invelving a loss of
over 100 lives and property valued
at over $10,000,000. The disasters
along the Atlantic seaboard for the
decade ending 1909 were 5,700, and
they resulted in the loss of more than
2,000 lives, The destruction of ves-
sels and cargo during that period
amounted to more than $47,000,000,

Let mie take the canals In det:il
and show what the government .pro-
poses to do. We shall start at Cape
Cod, TIf you will look at the map of
Naw England you will see that the
Cape Cod peninsula is of the shape
of a sickle joined to the body of
Massachusetts, and that - {t runs
around and almost incloses the great
Bay of (fape Cod. The peninsula is
about sixty-five miles In length, and,
where it jolns the mainland, Cape
Cod bay and '‘Buzzards bay are only
elght miles apart. The canal runs
from one bay to the other, forming
n short cut from New York to Bos-
ton. From deep water to deep water
it a8 thirteen milesa long. It is 100
feet wide at the bottom, and is prac-
tically straight, 1t Is a sen.lovel
canal, and ships pass through with-
out locks. The cutting has been
through sand and in that respect it
compares with the Sues canal rather
than Panama. The canal belongs to
the Roston Cape Cod and New York
Canal Company which claima that |t
has cost over $13.000.000 to Lbuild, The
rpmpany 18 willing to sell to the gov-
ernment, but so far the estimates of
the Army englneers are far under
that sum,

At present the Cape (Cod canal is a
toll canal. If the wovernment huys
it, it will be free. It ia now a one-
way canal, but the government plans

include ita widening to double its
sizge, and Increasing the deplh to
thirty feet. ‘This depth would aceom-

modate 90 per cent of the coastal
chipplng around Cape Cod The en-
Inreaments will coat something llke
£5,000,000. The Cape Cod canal s be-
ing used as & coal chute to relleve
the congestion of the railroads and
It is clalmed that It can mow ecarry
ten milllon of the twelva million
tons of coal that are annually carried

| R L 4 el

.

by water to the New England ports
north of Cape Cod. Th!s coal goes to
some of our most thickly populated
manufacturing districts, {including
woolen and cotton mills, boot and
gshoe factories, munitions plants and
electric works. The states affected
by it produced Iin 1914 one-half of the
boots and shoes, three-eighths of the
cotton goods and one-fourth of the
woolen and wash goods of the coun-
try.

The eanal would reduce tha coasl
line nec ssary to be protected from
submarinea for at least 110 miles, Tt
wili, In the opinion of Admiral Ches-
ter, be almost as valusble as the Kiel
canal, which was hullt by the Ger-
mans at a cost of $100.000,000, That
canal does not rednee the distance
butween the base of the Germon flect

in the Baltie and the Morth sea by
much more than is gained by the
Cape Cod eanal!, between Newport

and Boston, ;

Maj. Gen. Wood wants the canal
wide enough and deep enourh for
our largest battl ships, and says the
whole water ay should admit the
nassage of s bhmarlnes from Baltl-
more to Boston,

*
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The Cape Cod canal projeet Is one
of the oldest of the IUnited States,
The line of the vat-tvay vras a
petty trade route in the days of Miles
Standish,, Three yenrs after the Pil-
grimas landed on Plymouth Rock he
went up the 1lttle slream that flow: d

fnto Cape Cod at this point and
croased over Buzzards, bay to gel
provisions from the Dutch 'ships that
came there, As time went on thera
was talk of a eanal for the trada he-
tw: en the Duteh of Manhattan leland
and the Puaritans of Massachuseit:
bay, and Just ‘ahout 100 vears hefore
Washington died the court of Massa-
chusetts  Investirated * the subject.
The matter *as th%en up again
about the time of ‘the declaration of
our ind-pende=ce, and it has bheen
discussed at intervals from then until
18, when a charter was granted to
the company that dug the canal
which the government now on-
erating.

The project for a canal acroas Nev
Jarsey is also old. Tt was (plked of
at the hrminning of the last century,
and the Dela “are and “aritan canal
wag begun and to o largees e-tent bullt

is

during the nresidosey of Andrew
Jackson. This ec-nal connects New
York and Philadeiphia, It runs hy

tha way of Farltan hay to the Dela-
ware river at Bordentown, passing
throv'gh New PBruns~ick., Pound
Bronk and Trenton, 1r im less than
forty-four mi'es long and it has a
working depth of onl'y ahout seven
feet. The canal waw opened in 1824
and for the lart goneratfon or so it
has been used by th= Penmaylvanin
rallroad at a rental of about $2.0M0.000
a year. The rallroad administration
has taken charge of it and ft is
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making certain improvements., The
War Department project, however, is
to cut an entirely ncw ship canal
along this route, making a waterway
from tv enty to thirty feet deep from
Phlladelphia to New York. Some of
the Army engineers have recom-
mend d a sea-level canal of twenty-
five feet In depth. Such a canal
would be one of the chief coal and
trade routes of the east. ps well as
a great mlilitary waterway.
twenty-right-foot canal would cost
£24,000,M10,

Of equal importance, although of
less than one-third the length, is the
Chesapeake and Delaware canal. This
canal is only thirteen and five-eighths
milea long, amd twelve miles of it are
in De'nware. It Is a lock canal only
sixty-alx feet svide on the surface and
nine feet in depth. It haa cost up to
date about $4.000000, and the govern-
ment has taken steps Lo acquire it
The estimates have already been made
for its enlargement, and these pro-
pose o depth of twenty-five feet and
a width of 125 feet, the whole to cost
in the nelghborhood of $10.000,000. Tt
is n question whether a wider and
deoper canal would not be belter, as
th® one above sBumeested would not
suffice for battleships. ‘It would bhe
wide ennough only for light cruisers,
suhmarines and torpedo Loat destroy-
ers. ST L
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The (Chesapeake and Delaware canal
18 one of the most Interesting of our
Inland waterways. The company that
built it was Incorporated just about
tha time John Adams was In the
White Hougé but the canal was not
completed until the firat year of An-

drew Jackdon's adminlstration., The
need of it was apprecinted during the
war of 1812, when the National Capi-
tal was captured by the British and
the shores of the Chesapeake rav-
azed hyv the Rritlsh fleet. This eanal
wap of great value during the clvil
war. On the 17th -of April Virginin
seceded from the Unlon and started
her troops toward Washington. Two
days later Baltimore had a riot and
every bridge on the rallroad between
Baltimora and the Busquehanna river
wud burned. Rallroad eommunlication
was severed, hut the next day the
government selzed all the propeller
st nmera from Philadelphia that eould
pnas through this little canal, and he-
fore daylight next morning they had
troops on them and hurried them
dbwn the Chesapeaka to Annapolis
and thence to Washington. When
those troops arrived at thw capital the
Confaderats outposts wsfe at the Vir-
ginia end of Long brvdge and for the
next thirty days the canal was the
key to the: whole military situation.
It had an Important part throughout
the war. It kept the

Ing the soldlers and giving them al'e:r
aemmunition. The Kial canal savea '
many two days' steaming around the

y } : 1

rmy of the Po-
tomac ‘in the field, feeding and cloth~

peninsula, of Denmark. A ship canal
through these fourteen mlilea would
he worth a whole fleet to the United
States If we were besleged.

The Chegapeake and Delaware canal
has been operated independent of the
rallronds. A large part of its trafiic
is anthracite coal, which goes from
the Delaware river to Washington,
Baltimore and Norfolk and lumber
which comes from the Chesapeake
bay and the south through here on its
way north. The engineers of the War
Department estimate that a free canal
will have several milllon tone of
freight per annum, This canal is for
sale, and about twelve years ago a
commission headed by Gen. Felix Ag-
nus made a report to the War De-
partment that $2,6500,000 would be &
fair price for the property. 1 under=
stand the company now want more
and so far it has been Impogsible to
agree upon the price. The Depart-
ment of Justice has been asked to
condemn the canal in order that it
miy be bought by the government.
The cost of developing it according to
the new plans will be $10,000,000 or
more. The Agnua commission esti-
mated it at upwards of $12,000,000.

In connectlon with the improvement
of which I have written will come
the widening and deepening of the
waterways which connect the Chega-
eake bay with Beaufort, N, C. These
nclude the Dismal Swamp canal and
the Albemarle and Chesapeake ocanal,
which join Chesapeake bay with Al-
bemarle sound and. Pamlico sound,
thus glving hundreds of miles of in=-
closed waterway. I am told that the
Norfolk and Beaufort canal Bystem
can be easlly dredged, and that there
Is nothing from an engineering stand-
point to prevent the construction of a
ship canal, The canals now in opera-
tion have been in use for many years.
The Disamal Swamp c¢anal was first
talked of in 1787, and the natlonal
government subscribad $200,000 for it
along in the twenties. The canal was
Iimproved before the civil war and &
good many vears ago the government
recommended that it be widened and
deepened at a cost of less than $2,000.-
000. This did not materialize. This
canal has a surface width of sixty
feet and vessels drawing elght feet
six inchea can pass through (t.

The present project for an Inland
waterway was adopted by Congresa
in 1912, It provides for & canal
twelve feet deep at low water, at an
estimated cost of about $5,400,000. Up
to the present Congress has appro-
priated more than one-half of this
money, It has bourht the Albemnarle
and (Chesapeake canal, and is dredg-
Ing It out to a depth of twelve faet.
Twenty-six miles of channel have
been dredged, and this will probably
be continued, although the canal may
be widened and deepened. .

The four eanals running from North
Carolina to Cape Cod all told are not
more than 100 mliles long, but they
will add more than 1,000 miles of pros
tected waterways to the husiest parta
of tha Industrial east. 'They will con-
nect with the Hudson river and Erle
canal, or the New York Sthte Barge
canal, as It is now called, and thus
Join the preat lakes bv n short watar

cut to the east and tha sgouth. In
addition to thelr military value they
will relleve our railroad ceongestlon,

and have an Important part in tha
great manufacturing development
which, fostered by the war, is boun
to be even greater In peade.

ANK G. CARPENTER.

The Flionant Answer.

1 .}IEY'VE always got a flippant
ANAwer ready.'” i
The speaker was a congressman,

who was conducting a suffrage ar-
gument. ] . }

“Our opponents have alwaym got &
E.ll}mant answer ready,” he repeated.

hey're llke the walter in the cafe-
teria, : -

" ‘Wailer,’ sald a patron, 'than‘l‘
not o single oyster In this oyster

soup.'
' 'Well,' unid the walter, flippantly,
You had a cabinet

‘what ahout 1t?7
esterday, but ypu didin't find

wedding
any members of the cabinet In {t, did

you?r ¥

. .Poor Material.

THE Increase in drug taking which
has followed the enforced de-
crease in drinking led a, senator to
say, in Philadelphia:
“But, after all, what Kind of men
resort to drugs? Pretty weak ones,

“If you study a collection of drug
victims It makes you feel dlsgour-
aged. As you look at their receding
ehina and aenpual mouths, you re-
call tha:Chinese proverb:

“‘Rotten wood cannot be carved.!”
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